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NADC  Chair  Speaks  at 
Corporation’s  Annual  Conference 

The  Chair  of  the  Northern  Alberta  Development 
Council,  Gary  Friedel,  spoke  at  the  Northwest 
Corridor  Development  Corporation’s  Annual 
Conference  and  Meeting  in  Smithers,  British 
Columbia.  Gary  addressed  the  need  to  ensure  rules 
and  regulations  do  not  adversely  affect  the 
operation  of  this  important  northern  trade  and 
, transportation  corridor.  Gary  said,  “the  Council  has 
j a good  working  relationship  with  the  Corporation, 
i The  advancement  of  the  use  and  development  of 
The  Northwest  Corridor  is  an  important  activity  for 
the  NADC.”  Council  members  Pete  Merlo  and 
i:  Michael  Procter  also  attended  the  conference. 

Northern  Alberta  Human 
Resources  Management  Conference 

The  Northern  Alberta  Development  Council 
j (NADC)  was  pleased  to  leam  that  the  next 
Northern  Alberta  Human  Resources  Management 
Conference  will  be  held  on  October  22-24,  2002,  at 
the  Sawridge  Hotel  in  Fort  McMurray.  There  will 
l be  a number  of  excellent  speakers  addressing  a 
: wide  range  of  human  resource  topics  featured  at  the 
conference.  Tours  of  the  oil  sands  plants  will  also 
be  included  in  the  conference.  For  early 
| registration,  please  contact  Corinne  Huderdeau  at 
I : the  NADC’s  Lac  La  Biche  office  - 780-623-6982. 

Council  Members  Meet  with 
Northern  Alberta  MLA’s 

During  their  recent  meetings  in  the  City  of 
Edmonton,  the  members  of  the  Northern  Alberta 
Development  Council  met  with  Northern 
Alberta’ s Members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

! Chair  Gary  Friedel  noted,  “this  annual  meeting 
provides  the  members  with  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  discuss  northern  development 
opportunities  and  challenges  with  the  MLA’s. 
As  in  past  years,  this  year’s  meeting  featured 
discussions  on  a wide  range  of  northern 
development  topics.” 


Alberta  Hosts 

The  Northern  Forum  General  Assembly 

The  Honourable  Pearl  Calahasen  was  the  host  of  The  Northern  Forum  General 
Assembly  recently  held  in  the  City  of  Edmonton.  This  was  the  first  time  for 
Alberta  to  host  this  special  event.  Minister  Calahasen  said,  “the  General 
Assembly  provided  excellent  opportunities  for  northern  leaders  representing 
regions  from  across  the  northern  world  to  discuss  common  interests  and  issues.” 

The  Northern  Forum  is  comprised  of  twenty-seven  northern  regions  from  ten 
countries  including  China,  Finland,  Japan,  Russia  and  the  United  States.  As 
noted  by  Minister  Calahasen,  “the  mission  of  The  Northern  Forum  is  to  improve 
the  quality  of  life  of  northern  peoples  by  providing  Northern  regional  leaders  a 
means  to  share  their  knowledge  and  experience  in  addressing  common 
opportunities  and  challenges.” 

As  part  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Northern  Alberta  Development  Council 
organized  the  Northern  Alberta  Business  Leaders  Roundtable.  The  Council’s 
Chair,  Gary  Friedel,  MLA  for  Peace  River,  moderated  the  Roundtable  held  at  the 
Alberta  Research  Council  facilities  in  Edmonton.  Gary  noted,  “the  Roundtable 
provided  an  excellent  opportunity  to  bring  together  northern  Alberta  business 
leaders  with  key  leaders  from  international  northern  regions.”  As  mentioned  by 
Gary,  “the  presence  of  eight  Provincial  Government  Cabinet  Ministers  at  the 
Roundtable  underlined  the  importance  of  this  event  to  the  Government  of 
Alberta.” 

The  Alberta  Declaration  was  adopted  by  the  Forum’ s Board  of  Governors  at  the 
General  Assembly.  The  Declaration  will  provide  the  organization  with  future 
direction  over  the  next  two  years  in  such  areas  of  interest  as:  sustainable 
economic  and  tourism  development;  learning  and  skill  development;  Aboriginal 
participation  in  the  economy;  and  the  profile  of  and  membership  in  The  Northern 
Forum. 

Gary  Friedel  was  pleased  with  the  outcome  and  with  the  Northern  Alberta 
Development  Council’s  involvement  in  the  organization  of  the  General 
Assembly.  He  said,  “the  successful  outcome  of  this  event  is  a testament  to  the 
organizers,  as  their  work  did  Alberta  proud.” 


Peace  River  Hosts  Northern 
Tourism  Summit 

Peace  River  was  the  site  for  a mid-summer  meeting 
that  brought  tourism  stakeholders  from  northern 
Alberta  and  the  City  of  Edmonton  together  to 
explore  tourism  partnerships  and  product  alliances. 
The  foundation  for  the  Northern  Tourism  Summit 
was  laid  at  the  Meet  The  North-  Share  The  Vision 
Conference  held  April  9-11,  2001,  in  the  City  of 
Edmonton.  Ms.  Trish  Freeland  of  the  Mighty 
Peace  Tourist  Association  invited  representatives 
from  Economic  Development  Edmonton,  the  City 
of  Edmonton  and  the  Edmonton  Airports  Authority 
to  visit  northern  Alberta  to  view  our  many  tourist 
attractions  and  to  discuss  how  our  region  can 
partner  to  offer  more  and  better  tourism  products  to 
the  marketplace.  The  Northern  Alberta 
Development  Council  (NADC)  partnered  in 
organizing  and  also  sponsored  the  Northern 
Tourism  Summit. 


and  initiatives  required  for  the  northern  tourism  industry  to  grow.  Key 
recommendations  from  the  groups  included:  a greater  focus  on  product 
packaging  and  the  need  to  broaden  partner  bases,  an  increase  in  local  support  for 
tourism  as  an  economic  generator  and  the  need  to  develop  marketable  identity 
for  the  region. 

Mr.  Stan  Burkholder,  President  of  Peace  Valley  Conservation,  Recreation  and 
Tourism  Society  provided  closing  remarks  for  the  Northern  Tourism  Summit. 
His  talk  sent  the  very  motivational  message  that  sharing  the  developmental 
workload  through  partnerships  will  lead  to  shared  success  for  the  participants. 
A guided  bus  of  the  Town  of  Peace  River  and  the  surrounding  Municipal 
Districts  was  provided  to  participants  following  the  meeting  proceedings.  Peace 
Island  Tours  then  hosted  our  guests  from  Edmonton  for  the  night  at  their 
facilities  on  Tar  Island. 

The  Northern  Alberta  Development  Council  will  work  with  northern  tourism 
stakeholders  to  follow-up  and  aid  in  finding  solutions  to  lessen  tourism  industry 
development  needs. 


WORKING  TOGETHER 

...  2001  Northern  Colleges  Conference 


Northern  Alberta  Development  Council  member 
Pete  Merlo  moderated  the  day  long  event  which 
included  an  opening  address  from  City  of 
Edmonton  Mayor  Bill  Smith.  Smith  began  by 
asking  the  assembled  group  “Do  we  really  work 
together?”  and  pledged  that  “We  can  do  better.” 
Ken  Fiske,  Vice-President  responsible  for  Tourism 
and  Motion  Picture  Development  with  Economic 
Development  Edmonton  spoke  of  his 
organization’ s “excellent  working  relationship  with 
the  Alberta  North  Tourism  Destination  Region.” 
Mr.  Fiske  went  on  to  speak  about  Edmonton’s 
work  to  position  itself  as  the  “Gateway  to  the 
north”  and  the  excellent  opportunity  for  urban- 
nature  tourism  product  partnering. 

Mr.  Gary  Friedel,  ML  A for  Peace  River  and  Chair 
of  the  Northern  Alberta  Development  Council, 
provided  the  luncheon  address  for  the  Summit.  He 
welcomed  the  meeting  participants  and  thanked  all 
those  who  traveled  to  Peace  River  to  discuss 
tourism  partnering  opportunities  and  experience 
the  attractions  in  the  Peace  Country.  Friedel  stated 
that  “The  Northern  Tourism  Summit  will  only  act 
to  strengthen  our  area’s  ties  with  Edmonton  by 
increasing  awareness  and  identifying  opportunities 
to  work  together.”  Mr.  Friedel  went  on  to  discuss 
the  NADC’ s work  in  supporting  northern  and  rural 
tourism  development  initiatives. 

Meeting  participants  took  part  in  small  group 
discussions  to  identify  the  existing  strengths,  issues 


Keyano  College  hosted  the  2001  Northern  Colleges  Conference  on  October  11- 
14,  2001,  in  Fort  McMurray.  It  was  the  first  time  that  this  conference  was  held 
in  the  Province  of  Alberta.  The  theme  of  the  conference  was  “working  together” 
and  the  use  of  partnerships  to  advance  post-secondary  education. 

Council  member  Art  Avery  spoke  at  the  Conference  on  the  topic  of  advancing 
northern  development  through  building  community  capacity.  Art’ s presentation 
provided  insight  into  some  of  the  initiatives  being  undertaken  by  the  Northern 
Alberta  Development  Council  (NADC)  such  as  skill  development  and  northern 
infrastructure  development.  Art  noted,  “the  delegates  had  a great  interest  in  the  i 
projects  and  programs  being  coordinated  by  the  NADC.” 

Michael  Procter,  a fellow  Council  member,  also  attended  the  Conference  and  had 
this  to  say  about  the  presentations:  “The  presentations  on  industry-northern 
college  partnerships  were  informative  and  interesting.  An  example  was  the 
presentation  by  Aurora  College  and  Diavik  Diamond  Mines  on  their  training 
programs.  Diavik  has  a strong  commitment  to  train,  develop  and  ernplo) 
northerners.”  Alberta  examples  included  training  projects  being  coordinated  b> 
Keyano  College  and  Syncrude  Canada  Limited,  as  well  as  Portage  College  and 
Alberta-Pacific  Forest  Industries  Inc. 
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The  Honourable  Pearl  Calahasen  was  the  keynote  speaker  at  the  Northerr  \ , 

Colleges  Conference.  The  Minister  spoke  about  the  government  of  Alberta’s  ^ 

Aboriginal  Policy  Framework  and  her  goal  to  have  Aboriginal  peoples  full) 
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participating  in  the  economy.  ^ 

Art  said,  “the  Northern  Alberta  Development  Council  was  pleased  to  attend  anc 
take  part  in  the  Northern  Colleges  Conference , as  a participant  and  sponsor.  Th( 
information  gathered  at  this  special  event  will  assist  the  Council  with  its  work  oi 
advancing  skill  development  in  northern  Alberta.” 


Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year!! 


The  NADC  and  the  Deh  Cho  Travel  Connection 


April  of  this  year  the  Northern  Alberta 
velopment  Council  (NADC),  as  part  of  its 
irism  development  mandate,  offered  to  take  on 
administration  of  the  Deh  Cho  Mackenzie 
nnection  marketing  group.  The  group,  since 
amed  the  Deh  Cho  Travel  Connection,  is 
nposed  of  tourism  marketing  organizations, 
nicipalities  and  Provincial  and  Territorial 
/eminent  representatives  from  northern  Alberta, 
them  British  Columbia  and  the  Northwest 
rritories.  The  partners  work  together  to  market 
Deh  Cho  Travel  Connection  highway  circle 
r route  that  runs  through  the  three  jurisdictions. 

2 NADC  chaired  the  Deh  Cho  Travel 
nnection’ s Spring  meeting  in  High  Level, 
)erta,  as  well  the  fall  meeting  in  Fort  Nelson, 
tish  Columbia.  At  the  Deh  Cho  group’s  fall 
eting  the  group  accepted  the  marketing 
nmittee’s  marketing  plan  for  2001-2002  and  is 
rently  working  to  implement  these  proposed 
rketing  initiatives.  The  group  is  currently 
'eloping  its  website  with  the  assistance  of  the 
partment  of  Resources,  Wildlife  and  Economic 
velopment  from  the  Government  of  the 
rthwest  Territories.  The  website  is  scheduled 
;o  online  at  dehchotravelconnection.com  and 
ichotravel.com  early  next  year,  so  please  visit 
' site  to  se  more  of  what  the  north  has  to  offer. 

ler  marketing  activities  for  the  upcoming  year 
lude  the  development  and  production  of  a Deh 
□ Travel  Connection  circle  tour  map,  placement 
print  advertising  in  all  three  jurisdictions,  and 
development  of  a press  kit.  The  Deh  Cho 
ivel  Connection’s  marketing  committee  will 
rk  to  develop  Cooperative  Advertising 
)ortunities  for  stakeholders  along  the  Deh  Cho 
te  and  implement  a regional  Visitor 
Donation  Centre  awareness  campaign.  The 
DC  will  carry  on  in  its  role  as  administrative 
iir  for  the  Deh  Cho  Travel  Connection  group 
l will  continue  to  work  on  the  marketing  and 
;anizational  committees.  For  further 
Donation  please  contact  Brad  Bishop  at  (780) 
1-6535. 


Deh  Cho  Travel  Connection  route. 
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Tourism  in  Grande  Cache 


“Tourism  in  Grande  Cache  has  rounded  the  comer,"  says  Town  Councillor  Gerry 
Verstraten.  He  was  referring  to  Town  Council's  decision  to  reformat  the  local 
tourism  board  so  it  is  more  able  to  work  with  the  West  Yellowhead  Socio- 
Economic  Diversification  Project  and  pursue  tourism  initiatives  recommended 
through  two  recent  government  studies. 

“The  new  tourism  board  will  work  with  the  staff  of  the  Socio-Economic 
Diversification  Project  in  implementing  recommendations  from  the  Ference 
Weicker  Report”,  says  Mr.  Verstraten.  The  Socio-Economic  Diversification 
Project  group  was  formed  last  year  to  help  communities  in  the  West  Yellowhead 
become  less  dependent  on  resource  based  industries. 

The  new  committee  can  also  work  with  the  Socio-Economic  Diversification  staff 
in  implementing  recommendations  from  two  recent  studies  on  adventure  tourism 
and  palaeontology  themed  tours. 


Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year!! 


Fort  McMurray  wins  inaugural  ALTO  Award 


The  Northern  Alberta  Development  Council 
would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  to  congratulate 
the  staff  of  the  Fort  McMurray  Visitor’s  Bureau 
for  taking  home  one  of  the  first  major  tourism 
awards  for  tourism  excellence  in  Alberta. 

Termed  the  “ALTOs”,  the  seven  awards  were 
given  out  November  5,  2001,  in  Red  Deer  at 
Travel  Alberta’s  Tourism  Together  conference. 
The  Visitor’s  Bureau  team  won  the  “Marketing 
Partnership”  award  which  recognizes, 
“ Organizations  or  individuals  exhibiting 
exceptional  achievements  in  tourism  marketing 
through  innovative  and  creative  partnerships 
that  encourage  new  ways  for  Alberta’s  tourism 
industry  to  work  together.”  The  team  won  for 
their  Experience  the  Energy  package  tours  in 
which  they  partner  with  several  major  industry 
players  including  Syncrude,  Suncor,  Diversified 
Transportation,  the  Oil  Sands  Discovery  Centre 
and  four  local  hotels.  Helen  Daymond  accepted 
the  award,  on  behalf  of  the  Fort  McMurray 
Visitors  Bureau,  from  the  Hon.  Mark  Norris, 
Minister  of  Economic  Development. 

Since  its  inception  in  1995,  Experience  the  Energy 
packages  tour  bookings  increased  from  101  the 
first  year  to  1,445  in  2000  and  1,795  packages 
completed  as  of  October  11,  2001.  The  results  of 
the  partnership  included  increased  visitation  and 
revenue  at  the  Oil  Sands  Discovery  Center, 
increased  public  awareness  of  Suncor  energy  and 
Syncrude  Canada,  hotels  with  higher  weekend 
occupancy,  and  more  trade  for  local  businesses. 

Please  join  the  Northern  Alberta  Development 
Council  and  the  Alberta  North  Tourism 
Destination  Region  in  congratulating  Helen,  the 
Fort  McMurray  Visitors  Bureau,  and  their 
partners  for  this  prestigious  achievement. 


From  left  to  right:  Randy  Parker,  Parcom  Marketing;  Helen  Daymond,  Fo 
McMurray  Visitor’s  Bureau,  and  Hon.  Mark  Norris,  Minister  of  Econom 
Development. 


Here’s  How  to  Reach  Us 


Northern  Alberta  Development  Council 

2nd  Floor,  Provincial  Building,  Bag  900-14 
Peace  River,  AB  T8S  1T4 
Tel:  780/624-6274  (toll  free  dial  310-0000) 
Fax:  780-624-6184 


Lac  La  Biche  Office: 
P.O.  Box  1650 
Lac  La  Biche,  AB 


Tel:  780/623-6982 
Fax:  780/623-6984 
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Email:  nadc. council @gov.ab.ca 

Visit  the  Northern  Network!www.gov.ab.ca/nadc 
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Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year!! 
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